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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 

January 9, 2002. The time is 1300 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 

the Safety Division of the Fire Department 

of the City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual -- 
FIREFIGHTER BORRILLO: Firefighter 

Nicholas Borrillo, first grade, Ladder 1. 
CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. We are 

at the quarters of Ladder 1, regarding the 

events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Go ahead, Nick. Tell your story. 

A. We were at a box for odor of gas in the 
street on Church and Lispenard. We were 
investigating that. We were just about ready to 
take up from that box and come back when we heard 
the roar of the engines of the plane. Before we 
knew it, it was overhead. Within two seconds it 
hit the north tower. 

We all jumped on the rig. It was 
Ladder 1, Engine 7, Battalion 1, Ladder 8, Engine 
55, if I'm not mistaken. We headed down Canal 


Street to the west side. Then we headed town to 


N. BORRILLO 3 


the Trade Center. We pulled up in front of the 
Trade Center on West Street on the east side 
right in front of the building. There's a bus 
stop right in front of the building. We were 
right there. 

We got off the rig. We kind of 
gathered ourselves a little bit, discussed what 
we were going to do. 

Q. Where did you park the rig? 

A. The rig was parked on West Street 
facing north, right in front of the building. As 
I said, there was a bus stop that was right 
there. We parked a little bit north of the bus 
stop, probably by that big overhang. 

Q. Okay. Right at the bridge that goes 
across West Street. 

A. After that. 

Q. It's not after that? 

A. There was a big overhang when you walk 
into the tower. There's an overhang on that part 
of the building. 

We went to the fire command station. 
We waited for some orders. Chief Pfeifer was in 


charge of the fire at that time. We were trying 
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to find out if we were going to get our Port 
Authority radio that we normally get. Those 
never came. 

We tried to get information about the 
elevators. That took a little bit of time. I 
don't know how long it might have taken, but 
before we actually knew that, we didn't have any 
elevators and they said start making your way up. 

We started going up. We went to the B 
staircase. There were lots of civilians coming 
down that particular staircase. It was a few 
minutes even before we were able to clear out 
enough space where we could see to start going 
up. 

Maybe on the second floor I thought I 
heard a little bit of an explosion or something. 
Later on we found out that there was a -- there 
was a Port Authority guy on the staircase in our 
vicinity. He confirmed that another plane had 
hit the other tower. 

We still kept going up. It was a slow 
go going up. It was really congested. We were 
Single file going up. The civilians were single 


file coming down. We were just telling people 
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just to stay calm, just get out of the building, 
the best way you can. 

We were getting a little separated from 
each other. We tried to just keep with each 
other, just in case there was anything -- we 
didn't want to have to look for anyone on the way 
out. 

A couple guys were behind us, so we had 
to stop maybe two times as we were going up. We 
climbed up to the 23rd floor. We were waiting 
for a couple of our guys to come up. They 
finally hooked up with us, and we took a break. 
There was a water display thing like for sodas 
and everything. We got into that, because we 
were just overheating. We took, I don't know, a 
five-minute break there. 

Then we heard a rumble. We heard it 
and we felt the whole building shake. It was 
like being on a train, being in an earthquake. A 
train is more like it, because with the train you 
hear the rumbling, and it kind of like moved you 
around in the hall. Then it just stopped after 
eight or ten seconds, about the time it took for 


the building to come down. 
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We just kind of looked at each other 
like what the hell was that? Then it stopped. I 
had left my mask, my helmet, my jacket down the 
hallway. I said, no, I might need that, let me 
go back and get it. I ran back and got that. A 
couple minutes later, not that I heard on my 
radio. I didn't hear the evacuation order over 
my radio, but there was a chief from the 11th 
Division, I believe, Picciotto. 

Q. From the 11th Battalion. 
A. The 11th Battalion. 

He was probably coming down from like 
30 or something like that. He was telling 
everybody directly to leave the building. So we 
got our stuff, we started going down. There were 
still civilians in the staircase. We probably 
got to the civilians around the 10th floor. So 
we kind of slowed down a little bit. We didn't 
want to panic them. 

We really didn't know what was going 
on. We didn't know the whole building fell down. 
We just didn't know that. Maybe if we did, maybe 
we would have made it a little more urgent. It 


was really pretty calm in the staircase. Nobody 


N. BORRILLO 7 


was yelling or screaming. The civilians were 
fine. 

We got down. I don't know how long it 
took us to get down, maybe 20 minutes. About 
that time we came down, we got down to the lobby, 
walked towards West Street. We figured we would 
go back to the fire command station. There was 
nobody at that fire command station. 

I waited for one of the other guys, 
Steve Olsen, to come down. He was about two 
minutes behind me. We walked down to the West 
Street side where our rig was. As I said before, 
I spoke to him for 10 or 15 seconds. We were 
looking up at the building. We were like, how 
are we going to fight this one? Let's regroup 
and walk north. I said, "Joe, are you coming 
with us?" He said, "I'll be right there." 

Me and Steve got to about -- walking 
north on West, we got to maybe half a block toa 
block north of Vesey when the north tower fell. 
We just hauled. We were running. There were a 
bunch us running. I actually got up around two 
blocks. 


The dust cloud was right behind me. It 
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overcame me a little bit. I got up to Stuyvesant 
High School. I ducked into the school, rested 
there for two or three minutes, came back 
outside, walked on the sidewalk back down. I 
didn't know where Steve Olsen was, and I didn't 
know -- (inaudible). 

I asked where they were. Everybody 
else was with him. He said everybody else was 
with him, the officer and three other members. 

We sat up a rendezvous point. I think it was 
Harrison Street, maybe, Harrison and West. We 
kind of regrouped right there. 

After that we scattered up and got back 
to the firehouse. We had no masks. Some guys 
didn't have their coat on. Some guys didn't have 
their helmet. We said, let's go back to the 
firehouse, let's get our second gear and then 
we'll get back down to the Trade Center. We had 
no tanks or anything. 


That's it. 


